THE SIEGE OF KUTIANA

The troops had by now become more dissatisfied than
ever, and clamoured loudly for their pay. Kalian Sheth
therefore ravaged the district round Kutiana and Por-
bandar, hoping thus to pay his men. He was now joined
by Mukhtiar Khan Babi of Bantwa, who had been dis-
graced by Amarji, and went with him into open rebellion
against Junagadh, apparently with the intention of
forming for himself an independent rule. The Nawab
was now in great straits, and sent messengers to Nawanagar
asking Raghunathji to forgive past injuries and to come
to his assistance. Raghunathji loyally accepted the
invitation and took up a position at Wanthali, at the
same time calling on his brother Ranchodji at Porbandar
for aid. Ranchodji while on his way to Wanthali was
met at Ranawao by Mukhtiar Khan, who asked forgiveness
and safe conduct to Bantwa. Both his requests were
granted, and Kalian Sheth was left alone to work out his
schemes. He retired to Kutiana and was at once besieged
by Ranchodji.

For a whole month the fort held out, the guns of the
Junagadh army making little impression on the strong
walls surrounding the town. Resort was now had to
mining, but this also proved unsuccessful. Finally one
of the gates was set on fire, and this, followed up by a
determined attack by the besiegers, caused Kalian Sheth's
position to become untenable, and he was obliged to
surrender in A.B. 1802. Shortly afterwards he died in
prison at Diu, and with the surrender of Chorwad and
Una, which had declared for the Dewan and had been
held by his son, the rebellion was quashed. After the
capture of Kutiana, Raghunathji set out on an expedition
into Jhalawad to collect tribute, accompanied by Jadeja
Dewaji of Gondal, and Ranchodji joined him after the
surrender of Una and Chorwad. While the Junagadh
forces were halted at Limbdi, Raghunathji was approached
by the Gaekwad of Baroda for aid in the siege of Kadi,
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